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ABSTRACT 

This set of quality standards for Colorado's early 
child care and education programs is intended to help these programs 
move toward quality services for all young children. It includes 
self-evaluation checklists designed to help programs document the 
state standards they have achieved, the standards they are seeking to 
meet, and the resources needed to meet the standards in the following 
areas: (1) interactions among staff and children; (2) curriculum; (3) 
staff-parent interaction; (4) staff qualifications and development; 
(5) administration; (6) staffing; (7) physical environment; (8) 
health and safety; (9) nutrition and food services; and (10) 
evaluation. The goals and rationale are outlined for each of the 10 
areas. Programs using the draft standards and checklists will provide 
feedback to the Colorado Department of Education, and the standards 
will be revised accordingly and adopted in final form. (SM) 
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E. Administration Continued 



E-14b. To ensure a smooth transition process, the 
planning: 

□ Begins at least 6 to 9 months prior to 
placement of the child in a new setting. 

□ Begins as soon as possible for 
newly-identified children. 

□ Involves parents and staff members from 
the child's current, future, or past 
programs (including teachers) as 
appropriate. 

□ Includes a health professional if the child 
has special health care needs. 

□ Enables family members to participate as 
active, equal partners in planning their 
child's transitions, taking into 
consideration their desired role and level 
of participation. 

□ Provides parents with all information 
about their child that is received by staff, 
including: 

- their child's strengths, needs, and 
legal rights 

- resources and options for which 
the child may be eligible 

- resources available for families 
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